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Church
Restructure
Study Projects
Alvin J. Book
Many readers of the Evangelical Visitor will remember
that the Annual General Conference of the early and midfifties set in motion a number of procedures which brought
into being major structural changes within the denomination. The Church Review and Study Committee with the
Committee on Church Administration reported to the
1954 General Conference that the Church needed to give
attention to the benefits of 1) setting up a pastoral system
in each congregation 2) clarifying the lines of administration and 3) defining larger areas of service to be rendered
by the bishops.
The General Conference of 1957 will be recalled as the
year of major re-structuring. The bishops were reduced in
number. The present six regional conferences of Pacific,
Mid-West, Central, Allegheny, Atlantic and Canadian
were established and five full-time administrators installed. That was twenty-two years ago. It is realistic for a
denomination to look carefully, every quarter century, at
its present function and ministry and determine in light of
rapid socio-economic changes in the world, whether its
people are worshipping, serving, and administering effectively.
Again it is to be recalled that the Board of Administration
recommended to the General Conference of 1976 that
authority be granted to the Board of Administration to
conduct an in-depth study of budgeting and funding at the
general and regional levels of the denomination. Within
the same recommendation approval was given to form task
forces for such a study. The Board of Administration was
to be open for additional representation from boards or
agencies in specific areas of concern and be receptive to any
written proposals and concepts on the subject from individuals wishing to present the same.
Once more the General Conference of 1978 heard a
supplementary report from this Task Force on Structure,
Funding and Budgeting. An update was presented which
outlined current concerns and issues with a repeated
appeal to general church boards and interested individuals
to give their input. Throughout 1978-1979 the Committee
gave deliberate consideration to suggestions and the work
of sub-committees.
The Board of Administration has directed that proposals,
with options, be put together in documentary form for the
consideration of the Church. They recorded the following
action in their March 1979 meeting:
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Decided to approve for distribution to the constituency for
feedback the proposals for re-structure and funding,
to page four
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"And he [Jesus] went a little further. . ."
Matthew 26:39a

by Don Zook
Why go further? Many would say
that Jesus had already gone too far. He
had bft the abundance and privileges
of heaven to become a mere human.
The Son of God had become Jesus the
man. On numerous occasions Jesus
had denied natural pleasures to fulfill
God's plan.
But it was in Gethsemane that Jesus
faced the most difficult crisis in his
career. He even considered the possibility of turning back. "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death ... And
He went a little further, and fell on his
face, and prayed, saying, 'O my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me.' (Matt. 26:38, 39) "Now is my soul
troubled, and what shall I say? Father
save me from this hour." (John 12:27)
FURTHER IN JOYFUL
ACCEPTANCE OF GOD'S WILL
But Jesus realized that everything
up to this point was preparation for
the crisis. Instead of turning back, He
responded with a further commitment:
"Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou
wilt." (Matt. 26:39) And then followed
his recognition of God's purpose and
the beautiful recommitment, "But for
this cause came I unto this hour.
Father, glorify thy name." (John 12:28)
Before God calls us to do more, or
pray more, He first calls us to a new
consecration. William Steckel once
said, "The mark of the immature man
is that he wants to die for a cause, while
the mark of the mature person is that
he wants to live humbly for one." We

The author is associated with Messiah College
as Assistant Professor in Business Administration. He is a member of the Pension Fund Trustees and also a member of the Board of Directors, Jacob Engle Foundation.
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are to present our bodies as living sacrifices. (Rom. 12:1) That's more difficult than presenting our bodies as dead
sacrifices, for the living sacrifice is one
of constant rededication and committal. It is more than a once-and-done
act. Jesus went a little further—he
became willing to take the long and
painfully slow process of doing things
God's way.
FURTHER IN PRAYER
"He went a little further, and fell on
his face, and prayed." (Matt. 26:39)
Our Master knew the importance of
prayer. S. D. Gordon in his book
Quiet Talks on Prayer reviewed the
prayer life of Jesus. When he was tired
and discouraged, Jesus went and
prayed. When there was a big job
ahead, he prayed. Immediately after
receiving the acclaim of the crowds
and being considered a huge success,
Jesus went to pray alone.
Why don't we pray as we should?
Probably because we don't take God's
plans seriously enough. Compare God's
plan for the human race—"dominion
over the fish of the sea, and the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every living thing
that creepeth upon the earth" (Gen.
1:26)—with the way our environment
often controls our thoughts, actions,
and fears (remember Three-Mile Island
incident?). We are woefully inadequate
most of the time, controlled far too
often by our circumstances and environment instead of allowing God to
accomplish his best for us.
If we seek God's will, we're going to
be attempting things that are too big
for us, and that throw us in complete

dependence upon the mighty Lord. If
we're not praying enough, perhaps it is
because we have set our objectives too
low, or perhaps because we have no
objectives at all!
FURTHER IN MINISTRY
TO OTHERS
The outcome of Jesus' fellowship
with the Father in Gethsemane was
continuation in service. "Behold, the
hour is at hand . . . rise, let us be
going." (Matt. 26:45, 46) The commitment and the time of prayer were followed by action.
In our derision of the Protestant
work ethic, we tend to overlook the
biblical principles of working enthusiastically, (Col. 3:23) avoiding slothfulness, (Rom. 12:11) and working in the
name of Jesus. (Col. 3:17) Indeed, the
writer has observed some employees of
Christian organizations who feel their
supervisors are more "spiritual" if they
condone tardiness, absenteeism, and a
casual attitude towards work performance.
We too often find it convenient to
separate our faith from action. A number of months ago I was part of a small
group finding inspiration and challenge in the study of the book Rich
Christians in a Hungry World. There
was general consensus that Christians
in America are consuming too much.
But when it came down to the practical
application of changing our lifestyle,
things previously identified as luxuries
were reclassified as necessities. We
find it easy to agree on abstract principles, but find the concrete (specific
applications) hard.
to page four
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Going a Little Further
from page three

A couple of decades ago, while serving in Africa, I was discouraged and
considering returning home before
God's specific assignments for me had
been completed there. A missionary
co-worker suggested I spend some of
my "free" time on weekends visiting
villages and participating more actively
in evangelism. The realization came
that I had travelled thousands of miles
to be a missionary, but was missing the
joy of service because I was not voluntarily going the one extra mile to meet
people! I found the cure for depression
and discouragement was to minister to
those really in need. Jesus' words "Whosoever will save his life shall lose it; and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake
and the gospel's . . . shall find it" (Mark
8:35) became meaningful to me. 1
needed to go a little further.
There is some concern in Christian
circles about workaholics—those who
become dependent upon their jobs for
emotional satisfaction. 1 think a more
prevalent problem in our society today
is the emotional detachment that comes
from trying to compartmentalize our
lives. Most of us will be better adjusted
psychologically and spiritually if we
return to the biblical principles of applying hearty and enthusiastic effort to
our tasks. Let's go a little further—and
Restructure
from page two

become emotionally involved in our
vocational pursuits. Let's also go a little further in our church assignments,
and become emotionally involved in
our Sunday school teaching, our youth
activities, and our Christian camps.
This principle became more real to
me in the recent past. For some time I
had been studying biblical principles
of financial stewardship. While conducting a seminar, I gained satisfaction from sharing the results of my
private study. But then came the tough
part. Several individuals asked for
help in specific situations confronting
them in their personal finances. 1 had
been prepared for the stimulation of
teaching large groups, but not for the
patience and compassion involved in
one-on-one counselling. But once again God showed me the importance
of going a little further, and revealed
deeper insights and better understanding of biblical applications in the personal counselling situations.
THE PRINCIPLE APPLIED
Perhaps I can summarize this with
an experience that occurred while I
was doing theological study in Johannesburg. Our beloved principal, Dr. J.
Charles Stern, recognized the maturing that would need to take place in
many of us if we were to be effective
servants of Jesus Christ. So one Easter

It is my pleasure to announce that an overview presentation of the process toward re-structure was made to the
pastors at the church-wide RENEWAL '79 meeting at
Messiah College July 3-5 and a published document
and response sheet, for constituency interaction
will appear in the Evangelical Visitor and in mailings sent to all pastors, ministers and general church
boards. Extra copies will be available from pastors and
bishops. It is particularly desirable that this document with
options, be studied, discussed, prayed over and responded
to by the Brotherhood. A reply is needed from all sectors of
the church including youth.
As response is formulated the respondents are encouraged to interact with others so that, generally, the response
sheet represents the feelings of a group. All response sheets
should be returned to the Re-Structure Committe by
October 31, 1979. As the data is brought together and
studied, it will stand as a valuable resource of the Committee who will then prepare its presentation for the Board of
Administration. The Board of Administration will present
recommendations to the General Conference of 1980. It is
of utmost significance that people everywhere sense the
clear directions and leading of the Holy Spirit.
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he pointed out that there was one sign
that convinced Peter and John that
Jesus had really risen again. After living with Jesus and watching him carefully over a period of time, they saw
the napkin carefully folded in the
empty tomb and recognized the work
of the Master (John 20:7, 8). No one
else would have been so careful in performing a menial task during a time of
excitement and crisis.
From that time on, whenever our
dormitory rooms or personal appearances took on the look of the undisciplined bachelors that we were, we
reminded each other of the Lesson of
the Folded Napkin. Jesus went a little
further—he did all things carefully and
well.
Jesus went all the way. At the end of
his mission he could report Mission
Accomplished with the words, "I have
finished the work which thou gavest
me to do." He didn't accomplish everything that others thought should be
done, but he did complete the revealed
will of the Father.
Let's ask our Lord to reveal his will,
and then to joyfully accept all that
implies. It may mean the call to go a
little further—in our consecration, in
our prayer life, and in our service to
others. Let's joyfully accept this as an
opportunity to grow in grace and to
become more conformed to the image
of God's Son.

THE HOLY SPIRIT, Billy Graham, Word Books, Waco,
Texas, 1978, 224 pp., $7.98.

Reviewed by David E. Byer
When asked why he robbed banks, Willie Sutton gave
his famous reply, "Because that's where the money is." The
Christian, when asked why the Holy Spirit is needed,
might correctly reply "Because that is where the power is."
When we think of the goals and objectives of the Church,
as well as our own Christian lives, we realize there is little
we can do on our own, and the need for a generous infilling
of the Holy Spirit becomes apparent.
In this book Billy Graham shares his conception of the
nature and the working of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
believers. While we may not agree with everything Graham
says, we should be able to respect his opinions.
Of the eighteen chapters, the ones I found most helpful
were the ones dealing with the gifts of the Spirit, the fruits
of the Spirit, and how to be filled with the Spirit.
The book is realatively easy to read, has adequate scriptural references and as one might expect from a skilled
evangelist, verbal illustrations are frequently used to
explain difficult points.
Available From Christian Light Bookstores.
Evangelical Visitor
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A Visit to Montreal Lake Children's Home

Love in Action
bv Paul A. Nigh

A DC 8 quickly brought us from
Ontario to the Prairie Provinces. The
balance of our journey was at greatly
reduced speed.
We landed at Saskatoon and continued our journey northward on Highways 1 and 2 for one hundred and fifty
miles. The final twenty miles was on
yet another road, Highway 169, prestigious in name, but not in fact, for it
was only gravel surfaced. The surveyors cut through semi-pristine terrain.
They may have delighted in many
curves and meandering ways, made
necessary by the topography of the
land. Here was nature less spoiled by
the hand of man. Here was habitat of
moose, deer, bear, lynx, wolf and
other denizens of the forest.
Timber Bay, the place of our quest
and journey's end suddenly appeared. It
seemed to have been carved with purpose from a wooded vastness, still
encircled by protecting trees as safety
from the frigid blasts of northern gales.
This little glade, nestled in the woods,
seemed a quiet haven in a maddening
world. Timber Bay is about ten miles
north from the southern end of Montreal Lake, and on the east side of that
body of water. It lies about as far north
as the tip of James Bay. The ice may
not be fully broken this year until
sometime in June.
As we turned into the grounds of
Montreal Lake Children's Home we
were, to put it mildly, pleasantly surprised. If my mental concept of the
place was average, most of us are illinformed. This little institution with its
July 25, 1979

well-kept grounds and buildings evidenced good care. But these things
that met the eyes were only external.
The most important dimension was
not seen by casual observation. For
the next twelve days I was destined to
experience enlargement of the heart
and correction of vision. It was here
that I saw love in action.
Sixty-eight boys and girls, evenly
divided in number, and five to sixteen
years of age, are residents in two dormitories. Each dorm is supervised by a
married couple and one young lady
assistant. The married couple live in
one end-section of the building. This
arrangement provides them with "privacy." This last word is in the vocabulary, but seldom in reality, as the children have free access and the door is
usually open. They are supposed to
knock first, but this is often not carefully observed. One high priority need
at the present time is a gymnasium,
which could also double as an auditorium. Can you visualize thirty-four
young people full of "vim, vigour and
vitality" in one dormitory building
during cold and stormy weather?
The outreach of love is not always
glamorous, and may be costly. I do not
presume that it was a pleasant task for
the Good Samaritan to lift that halfdead man to the saddle of his own
beast. The priest and Levite would not
soil their sacredotal robes because their
hearts were cold. In addition, the Good
Samaritan was not content to carry the
man who had fallen among thieves to
an inn and then disclaim further re-

sponsibility. He paid the bill and had
good credit with the innkeeper for the
continued care of the wounded man
until he was able to travel again. If I
may quote from one of the poems by
Norman Wingert, the words, "I like it
smooth and in a groove," would more
fittingly reflect the feelings of most of
us. But those words are not found in
the language of a Good Samaritan
whether on the Jerusalem to Jericho
road or in the hinterlands of northern
Canada.
One day while we were at Timber
Bay a man ate dinner with us. As we
conversed with this soft-spoken Cree
Indian it was difficult to believe that
about ten years ago, in a drunken
craze, he had killed his wife, the mother
of his fourteen children, with an axe,
and threw her body into the bush. Two
of the daughters, about six and eight
years of age at the time, found their
mother and dragged her out of the
bush. A little boy, also at the home,
saw his father and grandfather in a
drunken brawl in which one shot and
killed the other. Alcohol is bad for
anyone, but it often is catastrophic for
the Indian.
Love in action is sometimes plain
hard work. Cutting 125 cords of wood
each winter is not done sitting in an
easy chair. Baking the thirty loaves of
bread eaten each day is not accomplished by reading a cookbook. To provide for one hundred people daily
takes more than careful planning. It
involves simple toil, to which more
to page six
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Love in Action
from page five

people are becoming allergic. All this
requires generosity in giving, both by
offerings and gifts in kind. The children are well-housed, well-fed and wellclothed. To this I add a most important addition; they receive care that
comes only from Christian compassion and concern.
It was interesting to observe the easy
rapport that is apparent between the
staff and children. I have seen the
Superintendent pull a child over his
knee and give a couple of playful
swats, or watched another member of
the staff walking across the yard and
pausing, for no apparent reason, to
play with a boy or girl. About 9:30 in
the evening before Mother's Day the
door opened to the dorm-parents room
and in came several of the older girls
with a cake. They had made it themselves. It was beautifully decorated
and the lettering so well done that it
would have been a credit to any decorator, "Happy Mother's Day," and the
name of their dorm-mother.
We often equate success by growing
membership rolls and well equipped
and comfortable sanctuaries. A standard of achievement may be an oversubscribed church budget. At Timber
Bay there has not been a great revival.
Church accessions have not swelled
our ranks. But they have shown an
example of Christian empathy that
surely warmed the heart, the Little
congregations of Timber Bay and Paddockwood gave offerings of $231.79
and $ 133.00 respectively, for the Compassion Fund for the Bert Sider family. At a Good News Club, composed
mostly of the children, several offerings have been taken to bring in an

CHURCH NEWS
Messiah College

A drama group from Messiah College
travelled all the way to the West Coast in
June and early July. Brethren in Christ
students on the team included Lance Boyer,
Souderton Congregation; Darrel Brubaker,
Grantham; Nick Frey, Manor; Roxanne
to page eleven
Left to right: Dr. Norman Bert, Lois Showalter, Darrel Brubaker, Martha Schreffler,
Lance Boyer, Joanna Lehman, Kreg Ulery,
Roxanne Hess, Nick Frey, Valerie Harshaw, and Ron Ross.
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Indian evangelist. Of the $200.00 realized, more than half was given by the
children themselves.
When our Savior gave that example
of real compassion he did not speak of
preaching sermons, or organizing great
activities, but the simple act of caring
for the needy man who had fallen
among thieves. In Matthew 25 those
on the right hand heard those words of
eternal welcome, "Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world," because they had done the
less spectacular things in life. In our
present expansionary church surge we
must never forget those sixty-eight
children at Timber Bay, and comparable others, who have given to us the
privilege, and responsibility, of showing the love of Christ to those in need
of love.
I have lived, for all my life, within
two miles of the largest, numerically
speaking, Indian reserve in Canada. I
have many friends among this enigmatic people. They have many qualities to be appreciated. But their psyche
may be an enigma to personalitydissecting science. Our native peoples,
whose very beginning is shrouded in
uncertainty, have often received treatment from the "paleface" ranging from
inept to rapacious. This has been evidenced, on occasion, by the gun and
bayonet diplomacy of land-seeking settlers to the demoralizing laws, passed
by the Canadian government.
Basically, an Indian may not be
lazy, but he is not competitive. Originally his simple needs were supplied by
the forest, stream, and field. With the
coming of the white man his entire
ecology was rudely thrown out of balance. He has been unable to accommodate himself to this cultural shock.

These children of nature have posed a
problem to the various governments
concerned. It will continue, as there
are many involved variables. Montreal
Lake Children's Home is there to identify with the needs of the hour. The
seeds of love and truth are being sown.
We were never commanded to be soil
analysts. Our task is to scatter the seed
by word and action. The results belong
to God.
The Home has evoked mingled feelings within me. I have admiration for
those nineteen young people serving
on the staff (young at least in my estimation, for they are all under forty).
Why are they there? Is the work romantic? Is it financially attractive? Is it
because of honour and prestige? Hardly. I must search for the reason in
another area. It must lie far deeper
than that. A concern for people is the
answer. But a second thought stings
my mind as I think of the home. To
hear some of the children say, "I have
no father," or "My father has left my
mother," is not pleasant to remember.
When parental love should be the birthright of every child and to know that
this has been denied some of them
brought a hurt to my heart that still
aches.
As we slipped down the road to
return home from whence we had
come, Timber Bay soon passed from
our sight into its sylvan setting. In the
providence of God we had returned
safely. Montreal Lake Children's Home
has taken on new dimensions. Previously we had prayed for the staff and
children. Now we shall pray with them.
Yesterday it was a remote spot in the
far reaches of the north. Today it has
kindled a warm fire in our hearts with
a steady glow. It was there that we had
seen love in action!

Religious News
Darius Salter
New Executive Director—CHA
The 111th CHA Convention was held,
April 17-19, 1979, on the campus of Olivet
Nazarene College, Kankakee, Illinois.
More than 1,600 persons attended the
Wednesday evening rally. Dr. W. E.
McCumber was the speaker of the evening.
The overall attendance was the best in many
years.
The keynote address was delivered by Dr.
Samuel T. Kamaleson. The CHA President. Dr. Dennis Kinlaw, presented the
message at the Presidential Luncheon. The
music, under the direction of Mr. Pat
Duncan and Olivet Nazarene College, was
outstanding.
The "Holiness Exponent of the Year"
award was presented to General Clarence
Wiseman, a retired general in The Salvation
Army. General Wiseman brought the
message in the closing rally.
CHA President, Dr. Dennis Kinlaw,
announced that Rev. Darius Salter would
be the new C H A Executive Director. Rev.
Salter, pastor of the Malone College
Friends Church, will replace Dr. Thomas
H. Hermiz. Dr. Hermiz resigned after six
and one-half years as executive Director to
accept the presidency of World Gospel
Mission in Marion, Indiana.
Support of Muzorewa Regime
Urged by a World Methodist
Alan Walker, director of evangelism for
the World Methodist Council, has called
for international support for Bishop Abel
T. Muzorewa, newly-elected Prime Minister of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia.
"The Muzorewa-Smith settlement is not
fully satisfactory but is a long step forward," the Australian evangelist said at a
stop in Atlanta during a preaching tour in
this country. The Methodist leader also
said, "The United States and Britain should
lift sanctions and recognize the new
government."
The evangelist said the election of the
United Methodist Bishop "gives the hope
of evolutionary change. The alternative is
violence and revolution which would sow a
harvest of bitterness and hatred which
would curse Zimbabwe for a hundred
years."
Britain No Longer Christian,
Evangelical Leader Declares
Britain "is no longer a Christian country
and millions are dying without Christ,"
according to a leading Evangelical in
London.
And Dr. Clifford Hill, the Evangelical
Alliance's Secretary for Evangelism and
Church Growth, added grimly: "Our nation
is experiencing the death traumas of a decadent post-Christian era. The time is short.
The need is great. We have to take urgent
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steps to bring Christ to a sick society. The
Evangelical Alliance believes the time for
talking about evangelism has gone. The
time for action in evangelism has come."
Dr. Hill was writing in IDEA, the quarterly news journal of the Evangelical
Alliance, which embraces more than 700
churches, societies and fellowships
throughout Britain, about the Alliance's
plans for a decade of evangelism starting
next year.
Bible in Today's
Chinese Version (TCV)
Typesetting is now underway on the
entire Bible in Today's Chinese Version
(TCV), a new "common-language" translation designed to appeal to millions of
Chinese all over the world, the American
Bible Society has announced.
The TCV New Testament was published
in December, 1975. The entire Bible in
TCV is scheduled for publication in late
1979 or early 1980.
When finished, the TCV Bible will enable not only the 40 million Chinese living
outside mainland China, but nearly one
billion living on the mainland, to have the
Word of God in a form both easy to read
and understand.
The TCV Bible will be printed in "simplified" script, the written form of the language now used by virtually all mainland
Chinese, as well as in the traditional characters customarily used by Chinese in
other parts of the world.
SALT II Doesn't Go Far Enough,
Graham Says
Evangelist Billy Graham said in a news
conference in Houston that the Strategic
Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT II) does
not go far enough, and expressed fears that
its adoption will give the world a false sense
of security that world peace is eminent.
"SALT II doesn't even touch on some of
the worst weapons," Graham said prior to
his appearance at the Southern Baptist
Convention annual meeting. Decrying the
fact that the nation spends $400 billion on
defense every year, Graham added, "Just
think what that much money could do to
feed a hungry world."
Commenting on a current controversy
in the SBC over the inerrancy of the Bible,
Graham reaffirmed his own personal belief
that the Bible "is the infallible Word of
God." He said he was delighted to be a
Baptist and to attend the Southern Baptist
Convention for "there is no other religious
denomination like it in the world." He
added that the charge of liberalism comes
up during the SBC almost every year, for it
is a "world problem" that has existed ever
since Adam and Eve.
Graham highly complemented Pope
John Paul II, saying he is "probably the
most able Pope in our generation" and has
more charisma than any Pope with the
possible exception of Pope John. Asked
why he has not given stronger support to
Anita Bryant's campaign against homosexuality, Graham repeated his views that
homosexuality is a sin, but is one of many
sins. "The Lord has not called me to lead a
crusade on any particular sin, but has
called me to preach the gospel."

Pentagon Chief Opposes Congress
on Restoring Draft Registration
The campaign in Congress to restore
draft registration—supported by uniformed military leaders but opposed by
many of the churches—does not have the
support of Harold Brown, the civilian chief
of the Defense Department.
In a letter opposing the congressional
effort which he sent to Sen. William S.
Cohen (R-Me.), Mr. Brown said that rather
than revive the peacetime registration of
18-year-olds, "the proper course of action
is to enhance the standby ability of the
Selective System, including its computer
resources, its staffing and its planning."
Mr. Brown's letter responded to a request for the Pentagon's position on legislation to reinstitute registration. Proponents have said that the step is essential for
military preparedness, but it has also been
criticized as a first step towards re-imposing
the draft, which ended in 1973.
Russian Baptist Exile
Denies He's Dissident
His sad eyes full of remorse, Russian
Baptist Pastor George Vins, insisted he
was not a "dissident" and that he did not
want to leave the Soviet Union for freedom
in the United States.
In an interview in Middlebury, Vt., where
he is staying, Mr. Vins disassociated himself from the other four Russian "dissidents"exchanged for two convicted Soviet
spies. He said that he was not really a part
of the Russian human rights movement,
but rather that he was campaigning for
religious freedom and separation of church
and state, not human rights.
He also made a distinction between the
right for religious freedom being waged by
"Reform Baptists" in the Soviet Union,
and the fight for the right to emigrate by
Russian Jews. "Russian Baptists do not
want to emigrate," Mr. Vins said. "We
only want separation of church and state as
guaranteed in the Soviet Union constitution, and the freedom to preach the gospel."
In the interview at Middlebury College,
Mr. Vins said he did not want to come to
the United States. "I was stripped of my
citizenship and forced out of the country I
love," he said. "I was very sorrowful, for I
did not want to leave my work and my
brothers in Russia."
British Baptist Pastor Shocked
At Money for American Churches
A British pastor who has been on a twomonth visit to the United States says he
doesn't know how American Christians
can justify the money they spend on
churches.
It is "iniquitous" and a "horror" to spend
up to $5 million for a church building, said
the Rev. Derek Keenan, pastor of Hawkwell Baptist Church in Rockford, England,
and unpaid executive secretary of a 20church Baptist union in his city.
"I cannot see how anyone can justify
spending that sort of money in this needy
world for three-hours a week," he commented on an interview with Baptist Press,
news service of the Southern Baptist Convention.
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Native Concerns
Are S

"Native American concerns are significant to MCC U.S. Ministries," begins a statement outlining the direction
of MCC's program with American
Indians. U.S. Ministries board and
directors, authors of the new statement, hope that Native American concerns will be of growing interest to the
wider church as well.
They note that American Indians
are facing serious problems and issues
and that many Americans have been
slow to understand the unique culture
and problems of American Indians.
That lack of basic understanding has
been widened by militance on the part
of small numbers of Indians in recent
years and by recent lawsuits to force
the federal and state governments to
comply with Indian treaties.
For example, many people are not
aware that Indian treaties made decades
ago are still binding laws, and that
rights granted in those treaties pertain
to the present generation of American
Indians. It is also not widely understood that Indian tribes are sovereign—
have the right to govern themselves
and to continue their traditions and
customs without interference from the
United States government.
Those who are concerned about the
poor and the oppressed are sometimes
unaware that American Indians are
the poorest of America's poor. Once
self-reliant and prosperous people, the
"Indian experience since the arrival of
European settlers has included broken
families, substandard health and medical services, underemployment and
inadequate housing."
8

The new Native American Statement of U.S. Ministries is part of an
effort to give direction to MCC's Indian
programs. It is also hoped that the
paper will be used as the basis for a
study for Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ groups. Copies are available
from the U.S.M. office in Akron, Pa.
The statement recognizes U.S.M.
"as part of a church tradition that has
not always understood and appreciated
the cultural and spiritual heritage of
Indian people." MCC affirms the cultural tradition of American Indians
and hopes that the statement will be
Native American Ministries

American concerns have been singled
out for U.S.M. attention. "The new
kingdom includes insuring people basic
human rights and the resources to
meet needs within our own country,"
the statement says. American Indians
have been victims of the United States,
which has often been "remiss in living
up to the commitments made in over
400 treaties with sovereign Indian
nations. The rights reserved by the
Indian nations in these treaties have
often been violated.
Believing strongly that the United
States should live up to its promises

Prayer Focus

Saskatchewan—A six person Task Force on Long Range Planning, recently
authorized by the Board for Missions, is assessing future directions for the
ministry associated with Montreal Lake Children's Home. We are seeking to
discover new ways of walking together with the Cree people as we share the
Good News in the Timber Bay area.
New Mexico—Next summer, Marion and Rachel Heisey will complete
twelve years of dedicated leadership at the Navajo Mission. Pray that the
Holy Spirit will guide the process of selecting a new superintendent for this
ministry among the Navajo people (seen by some to be the fastest growing
ethnic group in the United States).

—Brethren in Christ Missions Office

"a first step toward building mutual
understanding and respect."
Specifically, the statement recognizes
the "spiritual" value system that has
guided American Indian society. This
way of life includes the understanding
that all the world's resources are for
the common good and that "one only
takes from the earth what one truly
needs." For this reason American
Indians have traditionally not had an
aggressive attitude toward private
property, a concept held in Western
society.
U.S.M. Director Lynn Roth observed
that injustice against American Indians is one clear reason why Native

and treaty obligations, U.S.M. has
placed volunteers within church and
Indian organizations in Washington,
D.C. There volunteers support Indian
groups who are seeking to determine
and realize their rights. In one project
workers studied law to determine how
to aid a group who were not legally
recognized by the United States
government.
In Louisiana workers have worked
with the Houma tribe to establish a
written history, establishing that the
group is American Indian and rightfully deserves recognition under the
law.
U.S.M. also seeks to address severe
Evangelical Visitor

gnificant
human needs among American Indians. For example, although unemployment on many reservations is as high
as 50 to 60 per cent. Of Indians who are
employed, 55 per cent of men and 80
per cent of women make $4,000 or less
annually.
Indians suffer from inadequate
health care and education. Only 35 per
cent have completed high school and
about three per cent have completed
college. Indians also live in inadequate
housing. Approximately 67 per cent of
Indians live in dwellings without water
(compared to 8.7 per cent of United
States rural population) and 48 per
cent without toilet facilities (compared
to 13.6 per cent of United States rural
population). Half of all Indian reservation housing is believed to be substandard. (Statistics from Final Report
of Congress's American Indian Policy
Review Commission, printed May,
1977.)
Volunteers in Washington, D.C.,
have worked to make American Indians aware of programs that are available in health, education, medical care
and housing. Others have worked with
specific tribes in recreation and
education.
U.S. Ministries' goal is to be prepared to "respond to invitations from
Indian reservations, communities and
agencies as resources are available.
MCC services that Indian people may
request include MCC programs relating to agriculture, health, education
and family services as well as advocacy
and research.
"MCC U.S. Ministries approached
this work in a spirit of humility and
with a desire for continuing dialogue
and learning. As Jesus met people's
needs, so MCC U.S. Ministries desires
to work with Indian people in a reciprocal manner. MCC U.S. Ministries
seeks to support in a creative way the
rights of Indian people to justice, equity,
opportunity and cultural spiritual heritage," the statement says.
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World
Hunger
Fund
Chaco Canyon Version
J. Wilmer Heisey
In the Chaco Canyon community of
New Mexico, there's a bit less than 10
inches of rainfall annually. People buy
most of their food, since gardens and
crops are marginal at best. Sheep and
goats graze the area which grows nourishing, though sparce, grasses. It is in
this environment that families are
reared, knowing the joys and comforts
of home, blessings which are unique to
that land.
In one Brethren in Christ home in
the Chaco community, the World
Hunger Fund is a part of their life and
family concerns. Cecil and Rae Werito
are the parents of seven children. Cecil
has a responsiblejob with the National
Park Service at the Chaco Canyon
National Monument. Since beginning
their walk with the Lord, these parents
have taken seriously the biblical
injunction to talk about the words of
God in their home. Moses' instructions in Deuteronomy 6 are practiced
in the Werito household.
The words and deeds of Jesus are
taken as a practical guide for the
Werito household. Through their
growing awareness of the needs of
brothers and sisters around the world,
this family was quick to agree with the
truth surrounding Christ's call to help
the needy brother. To those people
who ask, "But how do you make these
needs meaningful to a child in today's
home?", here's how Cecil Werito did it:

Taking a three-pound Creamy peanut
butter jar, a paper with the words WE'RE
HUNGRY was pasted on the side. A coin
slot, large enough to take a half dollar, was
cut in the lid. Then the lid was glued fast to
the jar and set in a prominent place on the
table. When this jar was delivered to the
Missions office it contained a few pennies,
more nickels, a number of dimes, quarters
and half dollars, plus dollar bills and one
ten.

The power of good example has
long been proclaimed. The Cecil Werito
family has not only established a useful tool for themselves, they have provided a model which several thousand
other Brethren in Christ families could
emulate.

Koganei Church
"Why can't I be normal? Why has
God made me like this?" These words
came from a young man, 25 years old,
who has been crippled from birth and
cannot walk. He would like to hold a
job, be married, rear a family as others
do, but he cannot. He works skillfully
with his hands and does beautiful
woodwork. Will you pray for him and
his parents? They have been attending
church since last October.
During the spring months, the church
is building an addition to the present
structure—consisting of a church
office, conference room, another wash
room, and changing the two entrances.
The main sanctuary is also being enlarged to accommodate a few extra
people. The Church Board asked Ed
Graybill to be the head carpenter,
assisted by Jay Smith, as his schedule
permits, plus John Graybill to do the
supervision work. Of course, on
Saturdays quite a few men show up to
help.
Many readers of the VISITOR met
Rev. Hashimoto when he was in the
States last year for the 200th Anniversary General Conference and the
Mennonite World Conference. He and
his wife serve as pastoral leaders in this
growing church, and recently were
blessed with a son. John had the privilege of conducting the dedication service, which was touching.
Yayoidai Church
Since last July we have been spending much time visiting one of our dear
friends, who is slowly dying of cancer.
About six years ago she came to our
house for the first time to attend a
women's meeting. Last year she became
very ill. Until then, she had read the
Bible in secret and said very little
about attending Christian meetings.
Before she went into surgery, she wanted
me to pray for her. Beside the bed
stood her husband, sister, brother and
a friend. She said, "I am no more
ashamed. Please pray and read the
Bible for me whenever you visit me."
This dear woman became worse, but
she made her decision for Christ, and
we baptized her on her hospital bed.
This morning I had a telephone call
from one of the Christian ladies, a
widow. "Yesterday was a cloudy,
gloomy day for me and my two daugh10

Tachikawa Church
A neighbor came into the church
and said, "The remembrance of my
Christian mother has followed me all
my life. Now I have my own home and
family and want to follow in my mother's footsteps, but I can't because of my
husband's opposition."
However, the pastor and his family,
the Suzukis, are working hard to reach
this area for Christ and do request
your prayers. Mr. Suzuki works fulltime in a printing company, so much
of the church work falls on the shoulders
of his wife.
Christians in Japan encounter problems we have never faced. This country
is so deeply saturated with culture barriers which seem impossible to penetrate. Your prayers are important.
Please pray.

ters, but today it is clear," she reported.
This family lost a Christian husband
and father about a year ago. Because
his family was Buddhist, they had to
have a Buddhist funeral. After the wife
and daughters became Christians, they
were very much disturbed by this and
requested John to "re-do" the funeral
and conduct a Christian service in the
church. It was a very nice service on a
Sunday afternoon. Some day they will
all be reunited in a better world.

Last month was the annual meeting
of our three Tokyo churches. We heard
good reports of what the Lord has
done in this past year. Most of the
reports showed sizable gains in attendance and offerings, baptisms and
growth in general. Goals are now also
being set in faith for the coming year.
Please help us pray for revival in this
land, especially for the big crusade we
plan to have in our Koganei Church
during September and for the threeday weekend revival in the daughter
church at Yayoidai.

Living Simply
Does a refrigerator full of cold soft
drinks in Cincinnati mean less food
for a family in Nepal? Two tenminute filmstrips, "Beginning at
Home" and "The High Price of
Wheels," part of a "Living Simply"
filmstrip series produced by the
Franciscan Communications Center,
try to show the consequences of even
small acts of overconsumption.
Carpooling, slowing down before
traffic lights, riding buses or walking
instead of driving in the city, are a
few of the practical suggestions for
saving energy in "The High Price of
Wheels." The filmstrip also gives
practical reasons why one should
conserve. To make one car requires

7,500 lbs. of iron ore and 2,500 lbs. of
coal. Cars also require streets, parking lots, gas and oil. These resources
will not be available year after year.
Both filmstrips, however, move
beyond the practical. A Christian
lives simply because he does not want
to drain the world's resources, but
also because people are more important than a new car every year or a
refrigerator full of soft drinks. "Living Simply" means realizing that the
world belongs to everyone. Its gifts
need to be shared.
The filmstrips are available on a
free-loan basis from Mennonite Central Committee, 21 South 12th Street,
Akron, Pa., 17501.
Evangelical Visitor

Church News, continued
from page six
Hess, Refton; Joanna Lehman, Locust
Grove; Martha Schreffler (recent alumna),
Grantham; Lois Showalter, Upland, CA;
and Kreg Ulery, Air Hill.
Dr. Norman A. Bert, Assistant Professor of Drama at Messiah College, produced and directed the three plays the
group performed. He said that the players
were committed to serving Christ and their
audiences through the use of their gifts.
The play most often asked for was Pilgrimage: A Pageant About the Brethren
in Christ. It was written by Dr. Bert for the
d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s 200th A n n i v e r s a r y
General Conference last year. The other
plays were: It Should Happen to a Dog, a
comic retelling of the Jonah story; and
Even the Hater, a serious play based on the
story of Cain and Abel.

Conference News
Allegheny

Fourteen persons followed the Lord in water
baptism at the Antrim congregation on May 27.
Henry Ginder was the guest speaker at the
congregation's anniversary Sunday, June 17.
The offering goal of $20,000 for the anniversary
Sunday was exceeded when $21,216 were received. • The Hetrick Family presented a musical program at the Big Valley congregation on
Sunday evening, July 15.
S. Lans Hostetter was installed as interim
pulpit minister and Adin Herndon was installed
as associate pastor with particular ministries to
youth and young adults on Sunday evening,
June 3, at the Carlisle Brethren in Christ
Church. • Ten persons were received into
membership at the Cedar Grove congregation
on Sunday, June 24. • The Father's Day message was brought by Graybill Wolgemuth of
Mt. Joy, Pa., on Sunday morning, June 17, at
the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ Church. •
Don Shafer was guest minister at the Fairview
Avenue congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., on
Sunday morning, July 8. This is a congregation

Participants in Saxton groundbreaking:
Left to right, David Ketner, trustee; Kenneth Baker, contractor; E. Paul Hamman,
trustee; S. Iola Dixon, oldest member of
the Saxton congregation; Alvin Book,
bishop, Allegheny Conference; Ron Huff,
trustee; and William Baublitz, pastor.
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The Milchor and Edith Miller family of Greencastle, Pa. was recently
honored by the Antrim Sunday School. The Millers have 15 children and
20 grandchildren. Of their family, 35 are regular attendants at the Antrim
church. Mrs. Miller serves as Sunday school secretary and Mr. Miller
serves on the church board.
in which Bishop Shafer grew up.
Sunday evening, June 10, marked the beginning of a three-day Kids Krusade sponsored by
the Five Forks congregation with Dwight
Schmuck as the minister to the children. Verle
Brubaker, pastor of the Des Moines, la.
Brethren in Christ Church was the guest speaker
July 1. • Darrel Brubaker, a member of the
Grantham congregation will be spending the
months July and August in Washington, D.C.,
working with the World Peace Tax Fund. The
goal of this organization is the passing of a Federal Act permitting those who conscientiously
object to war to have that part of their federal
taxes which would otherwise be spent for military programs allocated instead to a trust fund
called the World Peace Tax Fund. The Grantham congregation is supporting Darrel in
these two months. Mike Matto of the Grantham congregation will be traveling with Sports
Ambassadors for Christ, June 28-Aug. 7. This
group is a basketball team touring the Orient
distributing Bibles and literature and conducting Bible studies. Bonnie Willms was graduated from the University of Pennsylvania this
spring Summa Cum Laude.
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Watson of the Christian
Home Crusade were the guest ministers at the
Sunday evening service of the Marlyn Avenue
congregation on Sunday, May 6. The youth of
the congregation recently observed a period of
fasting and donated the money which was saved
to the World Hunger Fund. • Thirty-one youth
and advisors from the Mechanicsburg congregation spent the weekend of June 23 and 24
at Shenandoah Acres in Virginia in a camping
experience. Carl Rosenberry, pastor of the
Altoona Church, was the guest speaker.
John and Esther Spurrier were guest
speakers at the Paramount congregation on
Missions Emphasis Sunday, June 3. The children of the congregation presented the children's musical, "Down By the Creek Bank,"
under the direction of Doris Horst. • Groundbreaking service for a new sanctuary at the
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church was held on
Sunday, May 6. (see photo this page) On June
10 six persons were received into the member-

ship of the congregation. The church recently
purchased a 66 passenger bus for use in its
program.
Atlantic

A "Trip to India" for the children of the Elizabethtown congregation was planned for Wednesday evening, June 20, with Henry and Edna
Kreider planning the evening which included
experiences that Indian children have and the
tasting of Indian food. Gary and Sherryl
Eldred have accepted a call from the Elizabethtown congregation to serve as assistant
pastor and minister of music. Their service
began July 15. • A family camp-out was held by
the Harrisburg congregation at Roxbury Camp
Friday through Sunday, June 8-10. The Bible
study, which was an important part of the weekend, was conducted by Alden Long of Messiah
College.
The Kintzel Brothers Quartet of Pine Grove,
Pa., presented a program of gospel music at the
Maytown church on Sunday evening, July 15. •
Craig Cashdollar, Executive Director of Pennsylvania Council on Alcohol Problems was the
guest speaker at the Sunday morning service of
the Pequea church on June 17. • An Agape
meal and Communion were observed by the
Shenks congregation on Sunday evening, June
10. The Agape meal was shared around tables at
which 12 persons were seated. The meal consisted of a simple menu of bread, soup, cheese
and dessert.
The Atlantic Conference Missionary
Prayer Fellowship had their spring meeting at
the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church on
April 26 with 300 ladies in attendance. An offering of over $1,600 was received which, less
expenses, will be given to the national project. •
Richard and Miriam Witmer, from Millersburg, Pa., were guest speakers on Sunday, June
24, at the Skyline View congregation. They
shared insights and concerns growing out of
their recent visit to various mission fields,
including India, Africa, Japan, and South
America.

Pepsi Cola,
A Piece of the Rock
and the Good Life
"The Good Life." That phrase has
often been used to sum up all the best
one can find in living. It's only natural
for us to want "the good life" for
ourselves.
What is it that makes us desire the
good life?
Part of the inescapable truth about
human life is that all of us have certain
needs. That's the way we were created
and there's nothing we can do to
change it. Physically speaking, we need
oxygen and food and water and so on.
But we have other kinds of needs too.
Call them emotional or psychological
or spiritual needs, they are certainly
real enough.
For example, each of us needs a certain amount of security. It's nearly
impossible to exist in a state of constant disruption and anxiety. In order

with an interesting answer. How do we
attain security or success or freedom
or love? Judging by the way most of us
respond to these needs, it would seem
the answer to that question can be
given in two words: BUY THEM.
That's what we've been conditioned to
believe.
The easiest way to get security these
days, it seems, is to own "a piece of the
rock"—not the Rock of Ages in this
case, but the Prudential Insurance
Company. As I looked over the ads in
recent issues of popular magazines, I
noted that the two words, "protection"
and "security" appear more often than
any others. Isn't it a bit strange that
citizens of the most wealthy nation in
the world feel so insecure?
You can buy success too, and with it
the status and respect accorded to the

Kenneth L. Gibble

and billboards. You too can be loved.
All it takes is drinking the right beverage, wearing the right clothes, smoking the right brand, and so on and on.
But enough. We're all familiar with
the appeals the ad men make to our
basic needs. What's wrong with it,
anyway?
Well, maybe it wouldn't be wrong if
it didn't work so well. The fact is, the
constant exposure we have to this idea
that we can fulfill our needs by buying
things has a far greater impact on us
than we realize. It appeals to that part
of us that is eager for quick, painless
solutions to all problems. We are
encouraged to believe that instant
gratification is the ideal way to handle
our needs.
The gospel, the good life revealed in
Jesus Christ, also deals with human

We humans are eager for quick solutions to our
problems—and we're happy to pay for them.
to function, we must have some confidence that our world won't go to pieces
in the next few minutes.
You and I need to achieve success—
we can't remain sane if we fail in one
activity after another. In order to be
fully human, we also need a sense of
freedom, the feeling that our lives are
not totally controlled by others, that
we have a significant say in our own
destinies. We also have need for love.
We want to feel that we are accepted
by people whom we care about, that
we matter to them. We need to feel
loved.
Now, take these needs all of us have
and start asking—"How do people fulfill these needs?"—and you come up
12

"successful people." At least that's
what Madison Avenue, the advertising
center of the world, wants us to believe.
If you buy that certain car, you're sure
to be admired by everyone for your
good taste. They'll know immediately
that you are a successful person.
Do you genuinely long for freedom?
Why not come to Marlboro country?
There you'll find wide open spaces, a
horse to take you galloping with the
wind, and the chance to really be your
own person. (Never mind the small
detail that you aren't able to break free
from the smoking habit.)
Do you need love, sweet love? Well,
look at the smiling faces of all the
happy young couples on the TV screens

needs. Of success and achievement it
has this to say . . .
Whoever shall humble himself as a
little child is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven (Mt. 18:4).
Of security, the gospel says, in the
words of Christ . . .
The man who wants to save his own
life will lose it; but the man who loses
his life for my sake will find it (Mt.
16:25).
Of freedom, we hear this in the Gospel

You shall know the truth, and the
truth will make you free (Jn. 8:32).
But we'd rather not be bothered
to page thirteen
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Ruth-Anne Wideman
Seventeen year old Ruth-Anne
Wideman of Unionville, Ontario, a
recent graduate from Niagara Christian College, was featured as "Girl
Next Door" for May in the Stouffville
Tribune, her home town newspaper.
Ruth-Ann's last year at NCC was
filled with activities and honors. She
was secretary of Student Council, a
proctor, a member of the college choir,
a member of the pennant winning
inter-school hockey and volleyball
teams, a team member of the college
basketball team that reached interschool finals, and she was crowned college Graduation Queen.
Ruth-Anne enjoys the atmosphere
at NCC. Because its enrollment is less
than 200, the school has a family
Pepsi Cola
from page twelve

with pursuing and living the implications of the gospel. It's much too hard.
How much easier it is to respond to the
pretty pictures on the TV screen and in
the magazines. There's something we
can see for ourselves. That's reality!
And so we turn from the deep truths
about our life and needs to the shallow, glossy paper appeals of the world.
It isn't the Lord God who we believe
will bless us with all things. No, it's
July 25, 1979
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atmosphere, she says. Discipline is
strict, but not too strict she feels. The
college administration takes its
responsibilities seriously and expects
each student to abide by certain rules.
Academics, sports, and Bible instruction all receive high priority.
During school, Ruth-Anne commutes home on weekends to be with
her parents, Ray and Lois Wideman
and sister Helen (grade 9). A brother,
Mark, works at Navajo Mission in
New Mexico. Ruth-Anne is a member
of Oak Ridges Brethren in Christ
Church.
In the fall, Ruth-Anne plans to
complete grade 13 and then enroll in a
physical education or physical fitness
course.
Pepsi that's got a lot to give. It isn't the
Almighty who is the source of every
good gift. No, Sears has everything. Is
God the producer of miracles? Not
really. It's Bayer Aspirin. "Bayer works
wonders."
How easily we allow our Christian
values to be replaced by lesser, worldly
values. But these worldly values simply
aren't for real. The sooner we realize it,
the sooner we stop relying on the
world to set our values for us, the
sooner we begin taking the gospel
seriously, the better off we'll be.
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Joan Engle
Joan Engle of Route 1, Abilene,
Kansas, was chosen calendar girl for
May by the local newspaper. She is a
member of the Zion Brethren in Christ
Church where she participates in many
church activities.
During her senior year at Chapman
High School, Joan was president of
Y-Teens and was selected Homecoming Queen. She was also involved in
Pep Club and Senior Ensemble. Her
main hobby is playing the piano.
Now that she has graduated, Joan
plans to attend Bethany College in
Lindsborg, Kansas, majoring in elementary education.
Joan is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Delbert Engle of the Zion
congregation.

Our hope lies in the "good life"
revealed by God through Jesus Christ.
It's a life rooted and grounded in the
power and love of God. The Apostle
Paul says it beautifully in these words:

Don't let the world around you squeeze
you into its own mold, but let God
remold your minds from within, so
that you may prove in practice that the
plan of Godfor you is good, meets all
his demands and moves toward the
goal of true maturity (Rom. 12:1, Phillips Translation).
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MCC at Places of Need
Aid
to Rhodesia Refugees
Getting Through
"Church officials repeatedly stated
that our assistance was a loud, clear
sermon to the government that the
church would help the country assist
the needy," states Ron Mathies after a
visit to Mozambique.
This spring Mathies, MCC representative in Swaziland, visited refugee
camps in Mozambique where Mennonite Central Committee began sending
aid in 1978, continuing into 1979.
Approximately 100,000 refugees
from Zimbabwe/ Rhodesia are in five
settlements. Most are young people
between the ages of 15 and 25, especially teen-age boys who have fled
because of the military draft.
Aid from the outside comes at a time
when it is much needed by the
Mozambique people. The entire country is undergoing an extremely difficult period. Many businesses are closed.
At almost every food store long lines
of people wait to buy food from before
dawn until late in the night. Many
food items are just not available. The
refugees add an extra burden to the
country.
During 1979 MCC is sending 80
tons of material worth $276,250 at a
shipping cost of $29,000. This includes
items such as bandages, canned beef,
beding, clothing, layettes, milk
powder, toys, and school and sewing
kits. Some of the school kits will go for
Mozambique's schools, but all of the
rest of the material will go for refugees
in the camps.
The M o z a m b i q u e government
assumes responsibility for in-country
costs and distribution of goods. Mathies
found all the camps well organized and
equally receiving supplies. Refugees
are housed in dormitories, large grassthatched barracks laid out in streets.
14

Inside are wood-pole beds with grass
mattresses.
Refugees line up for meals in an
orderly fashion at a central kitchen.
Thus the refugees are not dying of
starvation, Mathies says, but unless
they receive continued assistance from
the outside their lot could quickly
become difficult.

MCC and other agencies are planning to continue aid, but Christians in
Mozambique also bear part of the
cost. Mathies states, "The Mozambique church is contributing considerable courage in standing up to the
government and saying that they want
to be a part of a healing, reconciling
ministry in that Marxist country."

MCC
Aid to Nicaragua
Underway
The revolution in Nicaragua has left
that small nation in chaos and on the
verge of collapse. Business and economic life is badly disrupted. Crops
cannot be harvested or marketed.
Unemployment is extremely high. Food
is scarce. Homes destroyed. Transportation disrupted.
As this is being written Anastasio
Somoza has resigned and fled to the
United States. It is not at all clear if the
fighting will cease with his abdication.
Even if fighting should cease the
ravages of war will be a long time being
healed.
Brethren in Christ and Mennonite
churches are working with CEPAD,
the Evangelical Committee for Development Assistance, in providing
emergency relief. CEPAD has launched
a program to feed the neediest of the
families. MCC is sending food and
funds.

The MCC Executive Committee,
meeting in Des Plaines, IL., June 21
and 22, appropriated funds for purchases and distribution of food and
medical supplies through CEPAD and
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches active in those countries.
Canada has received approval from
the Alberta International Assistance
Program for an in-kind matching grant
for food assistance to Central America for war victims. Sums of $24,500
to match the grant from Alberta for
the purchase and shipment of cooking
oil and $20,500 for the purchase of
food for feeding programs are recommended. Of this $20,000, $5,000 already
has been sent to Honduras for food
purchase from Guatemala to Nicaragua.
Most North Americans, including
Mennonite voluntary service workers,
have left Nicaragua because of the
heavy fighting, although some have
stayed to support the church.
Evangelical Visitor

ii

Editorial

Brethren in Christ Weather
It may be my age.
It may be because the quiet and secure town of Nappanee
was for the first time out of gas for several days last month.
It may be because Salt II which promised so much
appears to have produced so little.
Or perhaps I am reading the wrong newspapers, watching
the wrong networks, or subscribing to the wrong magazines.
But I am beginning to believe that Chicken Little was
right—the sky is falling.
This, I believe, is Brethren in Christ weather.
I believe that a correct reading of the signs of the times
indicates the decline of western culture. The age of
economic abundance is coming to a close. A loss of
purpose and a lack of moral undergirding is undermining
our political life. The center of gravity for the Christian
faith will shift to Third World countries. Along with this
shift the light and salt will disappear from western cultures.
Christian presuppositions which have undergirded our
institutions and community life are already disappearing.
We will find less and less support for moral and ethical
standards in our laws and in our customs.
The closing decades of the twentieth century will not be
easy years for the west. Nor will these decades be easy for
nominal Christianity. But these decades will offer a unique
opportunity for those churches who find in the New
Testament the pattern for their new life in Christ and their
life together.
The Brethren in Christ have the potential to be such a
church.
We are a believers' church. When we get behind the
words to the meaning of a "believers' church" we are
speaking of a church in which membership is based on a
first-hand faith—a personal and responsible decision to
follow Christ.
This is in contrast to a second-hand faith—a birthright
faith—by which one sort of automatically becomes a part
of the Christian community. When church membership is
no longer the expected and popular position in a community, a second-hand faith will not be sufficient.
It will need to be a first-hand faith to stand.
We have an understanding of the tension between the
world and the Christian life. Writ deep in our history is the
biblical teaching of the peril of the world. If we take
seriously this understanding of the world we will be the
better prepared theologically when the tension becomes
greater.
As our structures disintegrate, freedom will be curtailed.
The more secular our society becomes the greater the
pressures on those with Christian conscience. This should
come as no surprise to us. In our own history and beyond
that in our Anabaptist roots the world was an ever-present
danger.
It is our present task to define the world that is this peril
and is at enmity with God in order that we are not charmed
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by it in the present age nor taken by surprise in the years to
come.
We have a heritage of costly discipleship. We find it in
our roots. Men and women paid for their faith with their
lives. Those who were not martyred were aware of the
possibility.
I recently stood by the grave of Ulrich Engle, the father
of Jacob Engle identified as a leader in the founding group
of the Brethren in Christ. I was reminded again that they
were part of a band who left Switzerland to accept the
promise of religious freedom offered by William Penn.
Incorporated in the early confessions and included in
teaching and preaching was the concept of costly discipleship. We may miss an element of joy in that early preaching
and teaching; our fathers would no doubt miss the seriousness in ours. Their teaching reflected Jesus' command
to count the cost before beginning a building or engaging
in a war or following him.
Such teaching has a way of producing "all-weather"
Christians.
We have a sense of community. Experience and teaching
were not sufficient for our fathers. In this they were reading
the New Testament aright. There needs to be a community
to support one another. This community is identified by
love and caring in our life together and a sense of destiny in
the life to come.
As society's structures disintegrate and the fabric of our
culture comes apart, the sense of community in our society
will fade. Hurts will not be healed. Fears will multiply,
suspicion and mistrust increase. There will be no balm to
heal.
In this social wasteland the Christian church, if it is truly
a loving and faithful community, will be a refuge and an
oasis. This concept is not foreign to us as a church. Like
our concept of discipleship and our understanding of the
world it has remained residual in our life and d o c t r i n e recognized at times more in lip-service than practice. But it
is there.
These elements—a first-hand faith, an awareness of the
world, costly discipleship, and a sense of community are
essential elements in faith that will survive in stormy
weather.
There will be an increasing number—as the horizon
darkens and the sky looks strange and ominous—who will
respond to a faith which offers a firm foundation on which
to stand and Hope with a capital H. based firmly on a New
Testament faith—a faith that goes to the root of the problem rather than one that offers a panacea which will fail in
the test.
We may not look with anticipation to the weather
ahead, but I believe that it is Brethren in Christ weather—
weather for which we are prepared by heritage and doctrine.
Z
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Fishing
John M. Drescher
Now it came to pass that a group existed who called
themselves fishermen. And lo, there were many fish in the
waters all around. In fact the whole area was surrounded
by streams and lakes filled with fish. And the fish were
hungry.
Week after week, month after month, and year after year
these who called themselves fishermen met in meetings and
talked about their call to fish, the abundance of fish, and
how they might go about fishing. Year after year they
carefully defined what fishing means, defended fishing as
an occupation, and declared that fishing is always to be a
primary task of fishermen.
Continually they searched for new and better methods
of fishing and for new and better definitions of fishing.
Further they said, "The fishing industry exists by fishing as
fire exists by burning." They loved slogans such as "Fishing is the task of every fisherman," "Every fisherman is a
fisher," and "A fisherman's outpost for every fisherman's
club." They sponsored special meetings called "Fishermen's Campaigns" and "The Month for Fishermen to
Fish." they sponsored costly nationwide and worldwide
congresses to discuss fishing and to promote fishing and
hear about all the ways of fishing such as the new fishing
equipment, fish calls, and whether any new bait was
discovered.
These fishermen built large, beautiful buildings called
"Fishing Headquarters." The plea was that everyone
should be a fisherman and every fisherman should fish.
One thing they didn't do, however; they didn't fish.
In addition to meeting regularly they organized a board
to send out fishermen to other places where there were
many fish. All the fishermen seemed to agree that what is
needed is a board which could challenge fishermen to be
faithful in fishing. The board was formed by those who had
the great vision and courage to speak about fishing, to
define fishing, and to promote the idea of fishing in faraway streams and lakes where many other fish of different
colors lived.
Also the board hired staffs and appointed committees
and held many meetings to define fishing to defend fishing,
and to decide what new streams should be thought about.
But the staff and committee members did not fish.
Large, elaborate, and expensive training centers were
built whose original and primary purpose was to teach
fishermen how to fish. Over the years courses were offered
on the needs of fish, the nature of fish, where to find fish,
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the psychological reactions of fish, and how to approaach
and feed fish.
Some spent much study and travel to learn the history of
fishing and to see faraway places where the founding
fathers did great fishing in the centuries past. They lauded
the faithful fishermen of years before who handed down
the idea of fishing.
Further the fishermen built large printing houses to
publish fishing guides. Presses were kept busy day and
night to produce materials solely devoted to fishing
methods, equipment, and programs to arrange and to
encourage meetings to talk about fishing.
Many who felt the call to be fishermen responded. They
were commissioned and sent to fish. But like the fishermen
back home they never fished. Like the fishermen back
home they engaged in all kinds of other occupations. They
built power plants to pump water for fish and tractors to
plow new waterways, they made all kinds of equipment to
travel here and there to look at fish hatcheries. Some also
said that they wanted to be part of the fishing party, but
they felt called to furnish fishing equipment.
After one stirring meeting on "The Necessity for Fishing" one young fellow left the meeting and went fishing.
The next day he reported he had caught two outstanding
fish. He was honored for his excellent catch and scheduled
to visit all the big meetings possible to tell how he did it. So
he quit his fishing in order to have time to tell about the
experience to the other fishermen. He was also placed on
the Fishermen's General Board as a person having considerable experience.
Now it's true that many of the fishermen sacrificed and
put up with all kinds of difficulties. Some lived near the
water and bore the smell of dead fish every day. They
received the ridicule of some who made fun of their fishermen's clubs and the fact that they claimed to be fishermen
yet never fished. They wondered about those who felt it
was of little use to attend the weekly meetings to talk about
fishing. After all, were they not following the Master who
said, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men"?
Imagine how hurt some were when one day a person
suggested that those who don't catch fish were really not
fishermen, no matter how much they claimed to be. Yet it
did sound correct.
-Reprinted from The Mennonite.
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